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The City of Foley Board of Adjustment & Appeals held a meeting on August 9, 2021 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 407 E. Laurel Avenue. 
Members present were: George James, Montie Clark, Jack Kimsey, Terry Young, Keith 
Jiskra and LuAnne McCarley. Staff present were: Miriam Boone, City Planner and Melissa 
Ringler, Recording Secretary.  
 
Chairman Jack Kimsey called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
MINUTES: 
     Approval of the minutes for the July 12, 2021 meeting minutes. 
 
Keith Jiskra made a motion to approve the July 12, 2021 meeting minutes. Montie Clark 
seconded the motion. All members voted aye.  
 
Motion to approve the July 12, 2021 meeting minutes passes.  
 
 NEW BUSINESS & PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

1.Thomas Bullard - Variance 
The City of Foley Board of Adjustment and Appeals received a request for a 
variance to Article 14.1.2,D minimum lot area and minimum lot width at the 
building line in a R-1A zone. Property is located at 823 E. Azalea Ave. Applicant is 
Thomas Bullard. 

 
Mr. Thomas Bullard stated he would like to subdivide his property to build affordable 
housing on one of the lots. 
 
Chairman Jack Kimsey asked the size of the house to be built on the lot.  
 
Mr. Bullard stated he would be building a 1,200 sq. ft., 3 bedroom 2 bath home on the lot.  
 
Chairman Jack Kimsey explained to Mr. Bullard if the variance is approved he will need to 
go through the Community Development Department in order to subdivide the property.  
He asked if there were any questions. There were none.  
 
Keith Jiskra made a motion to approve the request and stated the applicant will have to 
subdivide the property. George James seconded the motion. Roll call vote: George James, 
aye; Montie Clark, aye; Jack Kimsey, aye; Terry Young, aye; and Keith Jiskra, aye.  
 
Motion to approve the requested variance passes.  
 

2. Brenda Harrison- Variance & Use Permitted on Appeal  
The City of Foley Board of Adjustment and Appeals received a request for a 
variance and use permitted on appeal to Article 13.1.2 to allow an accessory 
dwelling unit in a R-1B zone and Article 8.1.1 to allow an accessory dwelling unit 
to exceed 60% of the size of the principal residence.  Property is located at 916 W. 
Section Ave. Applicant is Brenda Harrison. 

 
Mrs. Brenda Harrison stated she would like to build a small home on her property.  
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Chairman Jack Kimsey asked if she had spoken with the Community Development 
Department. He stated there are concerns with the request and there have been other 
options suggested.  
 
Ms. Harrison stated she had spoken with the Community Development Department. She 
explained the home will be approximately 99 sq. ft. larger than the allowable size of an 
accessory dwelling unit. She explained the regulations state that an accessory dwelling unit 
is a guest house or apartment and the only thing she is requesting is to build it a little larger 
than is allowed. 
 
Chairman Kimsey stated this board has to consider approving this request may cause a 
domino effect with the same request from others. He asked Ms. Harrison if she had thought 
about reducing the size of the home.  
 
Ms. Harrison stated she could reduce the size of the home.  
 
Mrs. Miriam Boone stated an accessory dwelling unit is usually a garage apartment, or 
living quarters within an existing structure or a loft apartment. She stated her concern is 
adding a separate detached home on the lot will cause it to not be a single family lot in a 
single family zone. She explained there are a couple of other options such as adding onto 
the existing home or possibly subdividing the property. She explained if the property is 
subdivided a variance would be needed for the lot area. 
 
Ms. Harrison stated the regulations do not state a required size for the accessory dwelling 
unit. She explained she is trying to look at the cost due to her being retired. She stated she 
has looked at other properties in the area and they are not affordable. She asked if she 
removed a room from the proposed home if it would make a difference.  
 
Chairman Jack Kimsey stated if the request is denied the applicant cannot come back 
before the board for the same request for a year. He asked if she would like to carry over 
the item and work the details out with the Community Development Department and come 
back before the board if needed.  
 
Mrs. Harrison stated she would like to request to carry over the item in order to work out 
the details with staff.  
 
Montie Clark made a motion to approve the request to carry over the item. Keith Jiskra 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: George James, aye; Montie Clark, aye; Jack Kimsey, 
aye; Terry Young, aye and Keith Jiskra, aye.  
 
Motion to carry over the item passes.  
 

3. Rick Hampton-Variance  
The Board of Adjustment and Appeals has received a request for a variance for 
Article 18.1.2,C to allow a towing company in a B-1A zone. Property is located at 
21480 US Hwy. 98. Applicant is Rick Hampton.  

 
Mr. Bob Lantis stated he would like to have a towing service on the property.  
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Chairman Jack Kimsey stated the board has received communication from residents in the 
area regarding the item.  
 
Keith Jiskra asked the applicant if he was aware there is only one lane to enter and exit the 
property off of Osborne Dr. He stated the property is located down a hill off of Hwy. 98 
and feels it is a safety issue in regards to traffic.  
 
Mr. Lantis stated his business is currently located next to Hood’s on Hwy. 59 and that area 
also has an issue with traffic. 
 
Mr. Rick Hampton stated he is the listing agent for the property. He explained there is an 
overgrown entrance to the property off of Hwy. 98. He stated he has others looking at the 
property with one of them being an auto shop. He explained the property is also zoned for a 
gas station.  
 
Chairman Jack Kimsey asked if the towing would be done 24 hours a day. 
 
Mr. Lantis stated he would be towing vehicles 24 hours a day. 
 
Mr. Keith Jiskra asked if the applicant would be providing any type of buffer around the 
property. 
 
Mr. Lantis stated he would be putting up a fence which will preferably be wooden. 
 
Mrs. Boone explained the police department also has an ordinance for tow yards that fall 
within their rotation schedule which requires the property to be fenced. She stated there 
would be a 30’ landscaped buffer required between the tow yard and abutting properties 
 
A resident stated he lives in the first house off Osborne Dr. beside the property. He 
explained he has worked for a wrecker business in the past. He stated this business will 
bring nothing but problems for the residents in the area. He explained there will be people 
all hours of the night trying to get their personal items out of the vehicles.   
 
Mr. Lantis stated you can google his business which has a five star rating.  
 
A resident stated the tow yard will cause their property values to decrease.  
 
Mr. Hampton stated if this is not approved you could have an auto shop on the property 
which would be far worse for the neighboring property owners.  
 
Mrs. Boone explained a small auto repair shop would be allowed in the zone but a large 
auto repair shop would have to come before the board for approval.  
 
A resident stated the property is not very large and asked who would control where the cars 
are parked and the looks of the property.   
 
Mr. Lantis stated he gets the vehicles in and out as fast as he can. He explained if the 
owners do not claim the vehicles he applies for an abandonment title which takes about a 
month and a half to receive then the vehicles are scrapped. He stated there are several 
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mechanic shops in town that have cars with busted out windows that have been on their 
property for a length of time. 
 
Mrs. Joanna Hardin stated her concern is the junk and wrecked vehicles will pile up on the 
property.  
 
A resident stated a month and a half is a long time and asked what environmental impact 
the vehicles that have been wrecked and leaking fluids into the soil will have on the area. 
 
Mr. Hampton explained there is a mobile home park right behind the residential homes. He 
stated if the mobile home park has not taken down the property values a towing business 
should not. He explained the business will not have people in and out as much as an auto 
shop or convenience store. 
 
Mr. Randall Osborne stated he feels the writing is on the wall that the people in the area do 
not want a tow yard on the property. He explained the lot is very small and is the wrong 
location for this type of business. He stated the traffic in the area and the property being 
located on a no passing hill causes issues.  
 
Montie Clark made a motion to deny the requested use permitted on appeal. Keith Jiskra 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: George James, aye; Montie Clark, aye; Jack Kimsey, 
aye; Terry Young, aye and Keith Jiskra, aye.  
 
Motion to deny the requested variance passes.  
  
    ADJOURN: 
George James made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:59 p.m. Terry Young seconded 
the motion. All Commissioners voted aye. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:59 p.m. passes. 


